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Manifesto  of  Sir  E.  P.  IWorris, 
,   Kt.,  K.C.,  LlD. 

LEADER  OF  THE  PEOPLE'S  PARTY 

TO  THE  ELECTORS  OF  NEWFOUNDLAND  : 


GENTLEMEN,— The  House  of 
Assembly  having  been  dissolved, 
you  will,  in  a  few  weeks,  be  called 
upon  to  choose  the  men  who  shall 
represent  you  in  the  next  Legisla- 
ture. 

The  real  issue  upon  which  you 
will  have  to  pass  on  Polling  Day 
is  whether  the  present  Government 
shall  continue  in  power,  or  whether 
the  Colony's  affairs  shall  be  en- 
trusted to  other  men. 

In  the  confident  belief  that  the 
best  interests  of  this  Duntry  would 
be  served  by  a  change  in  the  ad- ' 
ministration  of  its  public  affairs,  I 
have^  as  stated  in  my  preliminary 
Manifesto,  issued  to  you  in  March 
last,  acceded  to  the  request  of  a 
numb,,  of  representative  electors, 
inclu.ling  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion in  the  Legislature,  and  organ- 
ized a  Party,  known  as  THE 
PEOPLE'S  PARTY,  to  oppose  the 
present  Government  at  the  Polls 
THIS  PARTY  IS  COMPOSED 
OF  REPRESENTATIVE  MEN 


OF  ALL  CLASSES  AND 
CREEDS;  AND  IT  APPEALS 
NOT  TO  PASSION  OR  PRE- 
JUDICE, BUT  ao  THE  IN- 
TELLIGENCE AND  PATRIOT- 
ISM OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF 
THE  COUNTRY,  WHOSE 
PARTY  IT  IS  ;  AND,  THERE- 
FORE, I  SOLICIT  YOUR  SUP- 
PORT FOR  ITS  CANDIDATES 
WHO  WILL  SEEK  ELECTION 
AT  YOUR  HANDS. 


MY  RECORD. 


I  For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century 
I  have  been  a  Member  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  actively 
interested  in  the  public  affairs  of 
the  Colony,  not  alone  in  the  intro- 
duction and  enacting  of  progressive 
and  remedial  legislation,  but  also 
for  sixteen  years  as  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Government,  in  which 
latter  capacity  I  assisted  in  the 
shaping  and  adoption  of  many  of 
the  measures  that  have  contributed 


to  the  material  prosperity  o(  our 
Islan'l  Home. 

Ill  July,  1907,  risigiied  the 
Attorney  Generalship  and  my  scat 
in  the  Executive  Council  as  a 
member  o(  the  present  Goveniincnt, 
hycauf  '  lelt  that  I  had  not  re- 
ceived their  sympathy  and  loyal 
support  in  my  ellorts  to  raise  the 
pay  of  the  workitiKmen  of  the 
country.  Th's  policy  of  raising 
the  workiiiRmen's  pay  had  been 
advocated  by  the  Liberal  Party  as 
far  back  as  1889,  but  no  serious  or 
effectual  attempt  had  been  made  to 
give  vitality  to  the  principle  until 
it  was  made  by  me. 

THE  GOVERNMENT'S  POLICY. 

In  appealing  for  your  votes  as 
Leader  of  The   People's   Party,  I 

would  be  quite  within  ray  rights  to 
confine  myself  in  this  Manifesto  to 
a  criticism  of  the  policy,  or,  more 
accurately  speaking,  want  of  policy, 
of  the  present  Administration,  and 
its  failure  to  cirrj  out  those  prom- 
ises to  fulfil  which  it  was  elected. 

The  discussion  in  the  press  dur- 
ing the  past  year  of  the  policy  and 
measures  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion haa  rendered  you  so  familiar 
with  the  chief  subjects  which  have 
evoked  public  criticism,  that  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  refer  to  them 
in  detail  here.  Moreover,  I  take 
it  that  the  people  of  the  country 
WILL  BE  MORE  INTEREST- 
ED IN  ASCERTAINING  THE 
POLICY  OF  THE  PEOPLE'S 
PARTY  WITH  REGARD  TO 
THE  FUTURE  THAN  IN  THE 
DISCUSSION  OF  THE  FAIL- 


URES, OR  BLUNDERS,  OR 
INEFFICIENCY  OF  THE  PRE- 
SENT GOVERNMENT. 

Let  it  suffice  for  me  to  point  out 
that  the  Government's  policy  on 
tlie  questions  ol  Culd  .Storage,  the 
Development  of  our  Coal  and  Min- 
eral Areas,  the  utilization  of  our 
Peat,  the  Sm  Itinx  of  Iron  Ore,  the 
opening  up  of  New  Markets  for 
our  Fish,  the  Expansion  of  our 
Local  Industries,  the  Introduction 
of  New  Mi^tliods  into  tlie  Herring 
Fishery,  the  Enlargement  ot  our 
Lumber  Industry,  the  Develop- 
ment of  our  Agricultural  Resources 
r.nd,  generally,  the  Providing  of 
New  Industries  and  Avocations 
whereby  our  people  could  be  kept 
at  home  and  profitably  employed 
instead  of  having  to  seek  a  liveli- 
hood in  other  lands — has  failed 
completely,  and  these  questions, 
as  I  write,  are  as  little  in  evidence 
as  if  they  had  never  been  referred 
to. 

If  the  political  Party  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  identified  is 
entrusted  with  the  conduct  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  we  shall  devote  our- 
selves, to  the  best  of  our  ability,  to 
the  carrying  out  of  a  policy 
which  shall  ensure  for  our  people 
the  greatest  possible  advantages, 
through  a  prudent  conservation 
and  energetic  development  of  the 
material  resources  of  the  colony. 

NO  CONFEDERATION. 

In  my  preliminary  Manifesto, 
issued  to  the  country  in  March 
last,  amongst  the  matters  which  I 
then  set  forth  I  laid  it  down  clearly 
that  the  MAINTENANCE  OF 
SELF  aOVERNMENT  AND    NO 


CONFI-DERATION    was    a    chi.  f 
plank  ti.  my  platform.     N„i   alone 
invsclf,     l,i,t    every    camlid.ile    fr.r 
Ihe  People  »  Party  who  wiJi  seek 
vlectio!,  at  yoi.r  hands  is  solemnly 
lv,,n,H  hy  th,s  pleclf,...     Yet  to    mv 
nsto,„,sl,„,e„t,   an<l,  I    ,•,„,    snre,  lo 
tint  of   tl.oii.-nnds   of   our  fellow 
ronntrvmen.    I    ol.scrve    that    the 
Leader  of  the  Government,   in  his 
Manuesto  issued  a  fi;w  day.s  aito  I 
rfevoted  consid.rnMc  ef'ort   lo  iii'^ 
'fiminl  nj;  tli.it  'i  he  People's  Party  | 
were  Ml  .sympall.y    with    Confede- 
ration, and    sonuhl    to    win    si  p- 
port  from    the   rnnls  of    our    fol- 
lowers,  niul  to  deceive    the    elec- ' 
tora;c,  liy  reprcscntiiiK  that  union 
with     Cnn.ida  w.is    onr    nllim.ite 
purpose     THIS     HE     DIB     IN 
SPITK  OK  THIv  FACT  THAT 
ONK    OK     HIS     EXKCUTIVE 
c'-'Hi'r^-^^.'^'^'^-S-   HON.  JAMES 
.S.     PIT  rs.     ONLY      A     FEW 
DAYS  AGO  AT  QUEBEC  WAS  I 
HONEST    ENOUGH    TO    DE 
CLARE  THAT    CONFEDERA- 
TION WAS  NOT    AN    ISSUE 
IN  THIS  .  .ECTION  AT  ALL 
For    months  the  OppG.^ition  press' 
lia.s  l>een  warning  the  electors  that 
t..e  Confederation    cry   would    be 
used  to  IriKhten  them  at  the  last 
moment,    but   nobody  could  have 
supposed  that  the  Prime  Minister 
of  a    British  Colony    would    des- 
cend to   the  publication,  ovei   his 
own    signature,    of    »'   statement 
which  he  knew  to  be  untrue,  and 
the  use  of  which  is   as   discredit- 
able as  it  is  dishonest.    I  THINK 
I  AM  CORRECT  IN    SAYING 
THAT   ONE     MAY     SEARCH 


)E.O      WIIKII      FORMS      A 
ARAI.LEL  TO  THIS. 


IN     VAfN     THROUGH     THE 
OF  THE   BRITISH 


ann; 


VAIN 
STALS 


I  am. and  o-vc  bee.i  all  my  lUc. 

"    «l«iinih,    unv.nveriiiv   opnun- 

|enf     of     Ccnfe.':>-^:,tl-,„      ,..,   „ny 

, terms       [     ^,,,.,    ,,^j    ^,j    p,,^jj^,^ 

when  the  question  was  before  the 
I'ouiitry  in    69  to  vote  aRainst   it 
,    "'    »':     ••'     '"'■■      I     att,  nde.l      its 
funeral.     In   IsMS.  whui  the  ones- 
tion  was  anidn  mooted,  I  „as  one 
of    the    few    who     met     together 
and       arr,  nv'ed      for      a       public 
■nectint..    in    which    I   look  part 
and     at  ■  nhieli    lesohitions     were 
ra-c'l   Ic  i)r(vun  delegates    beint; 
sent    10    Ottawa.     In     iXg,,,    after 
the  Ban!;  ■•cra.sh,"wliui  the  White- 
way  Govunnient  had   failed  to  ob. 
tain  a  loan,  or  as^i^tance    from  the 
Impel  lal     Government,    a    delega- 
tion lonsisliiig  of  the  ^.resent    Pre- 
jinier.    the    present    Chief   Justice. 
-Mr.  Ju.stice   i:iner.son,  an<l    myself 
were    apj,einted    to     visit    Ottawa 
I  and     learn    the    terms    of     Union 
I  winch    Canada    was    prepared   to 
lotler.     Ihi    terms    proposed    were 
such    as    this    Colony    could    not 
I  entertain.      Those  who  were  with 
ire  on  that    occasion    Imow  the 
part    I  took   in  this    Conference  " 
and  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say 
that  no  one  'vas  more  pronounced 
in   the   refusal    to  i  .tertain   the 
terms    ffered  ihan  I  wts.     I  came 
back  to  this  Colony  with  the  terms, 
announced  them  in  the  Legislature! 
and  anvised  their  non-acceptance. 
Since  then,  in  all   my  private  ancj 
public   utterances.  I   have  pointed 
out  that  the  true  luission   for   thi« 
Colony    is  to   work   out   her  own 


destiny,  independent  ot  Canada, 
lor,  in  my  opinion,  all  that  tlii: 
moKt  ardent  Confederate  mi);lit 
hope  to  obtain  from  union  witli 
Canada  can  be  accomplished  l>y 
ountelvcs  as  an  independent 
Colony. 

The  newspapers  supporting  the 
present    Government,    having   no 
policy  to  advocate,  and  no   record 
to  cloim    credit  for.  but  solely  to 
gain  the  support  of    the    country 
by  frightening;    the    voter*),   daily 
assert  that  there   is   a   danger  of  I 
Confederation      being       brought ' 
about  if    the    People's    Party   be{ 
elected.      Hy  only  aniwer  to  thU 
accu'  atlon  I*  that  I  am  to-day,  as 
I  was  and  as  I  have  ever  bean,  I 
consistent  on  this    question — an 
'  Antl-Conlederatc,   who   will   not 
cooMnt  to  union    with   Canada 
oo  any  terms ;  and  that  before 
the  question  will  be  taken  up   In 
any  form  by  me,  or  those  associ- 
ated with  me,  I   shall  resign   my 
seat  In  the  Leglslatura. 


cncr,  ond  become  one  of  the  most 


nourishing  colonies  of  the  Empire. 


Whether  those  who  are  now  try- 
ing to  gain  advantage  from  the  cry 
of  Confederation  have  as  clean  a 


record  on  this  question  as  I  have 
I  must  only  leave  to  an  intelligent 
electorate  to  decide.     I  have   full 


confidence  in  the  ability  of  this 
country,  with  a  common-sense  Gov- 
ernment, to  maintain  its  independ- 


THE  QUESTION  OF  EDUCATION 

I  regard  as  of  prime  importance  to 
the  whole  island.  The  Teaching 
Profession  represents  a  power  in 
this  Colony,  which,  measured  by 
its  influence  and  its  capacity  for 
good,  stands  foremost  among  the 
great  agencies  of  progress.  The 
teacher  it  is  upon  whom  the  re- 
sponsibility largely  rests  of  develop- 
ing and  training  all  the  faculties  of 
our  children,  moral,  physical  and 
intellectual. 

Under  our  present  system 
of  education  we  have  a  body 
of  men,  clerical  and  lay,  constitut- 
ing the  School  Boards,  who  give 
their  services  gratuitously,  and  who 
are  doing  splendid  work.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  the  Council  of 
Higher  Education.  The  matters 
at  present  calling  for  immediate  at- 
tention are  the  increasing  of 
teachers'  salaries,  the  augmenting 
of  the  grants  for  destitute  places, 
and  the  improvement  of  school- 
rooms and  school-buildings  from  a 
health  and  saiiitary  standpoint; 
and  these  matters  shall  have  our 
prompt  and  earnest  attention. 

I  may  be  pardoned  for  speaking 
with  some  warmth  on  this  ques- 
tion, since  it  was  my  privilege  in 
1904,  in  response  to  a  request  from 
a  deputation  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land Synod,  to  undertake,  when 
acting  as  Premier,  to  increase  the 
education  grant  of  the  Colony  by 
$60,000 — more  than  it  had  been  in- 
creased the  previous  thirty  years. 


REDUCTION  OF  TiUMTIOK, 

ncconipliMlicI    hy   placing   on    tlic 
free  list  such  items  a»  tea,  stiKnr. 
iwrk,  nnd  the  other  prime  neces- 
saries of  our  people  on  which  very 
heavy    taxes    are    now    imposed 
That  this  can  U-  easily  accomplish- 
ed without  II,  any  way   affectiiic 
the  necessary  revenue  required  to 
maintain   the   various  public   ser- 
vices of  the  Colony  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  nearly  i.co.ooo  has  Lc„ 
collected    annuflly     for    the    past 
eight  yearsover  and  above  what  was  I 
required  to  meet  the  demands  of  I 
the  public  services.  ' 

BRANCH  RAILWAY  EXTENSION 

by  the  construction  of  branch  lines 
o    points     in    Trinity    Bay,     in 
the  District  of  Bay-de- Ve.de   from 
tarbonear  towards  Grate's  Cove 
Bonavista     Bay,      Fortune      Bay 
and   Bonne    Bay,   as    well    as    to 
Trepassey,     is     a     work     which 
will     immediately     engage      our 
attention.     During  the  eight  years 
m  which  I  was  p  member  of  the 
Whiteway  Government— from  i88q 
to  1897— nearly  six  hundred  miles 
of  railway  were  ouilt— a  trunk  line 
across    the    country.      When  this 
enterpnse  was  set  on  foot  we  were 
told  that  the  road  would  never  earn 
enough  to  pay  for  axle-grease,  but 
to-day   all  will   agree   that  it   has 
more  than  justified  the  expectations 
of  Its  advocates,  and  contributed 
matenally  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Colony,  as  weU  as  to  the  better 
ment  of  tho  people.     It   is,  how- 


ever,  incomplete,  in  that   it   lacks 
branches  to  the  difftrmt  sections  of 

■.     .  'm'",'"'     "''"^■^'     *""«l.     and 
11  shall  U-  our   privilege    to  con- 
struct these  branches  without  de- 
lay.    The  people  of  thisi- portions 
01  the  Is..aiid  are  cniiiriliutlng  their 
share  towards  maintaining  the  bur- 
•leii  which   Railway  Huilding   en- 
tailed,   and  it    is  but   just  that   as 
«X)ii  as  it  can  lie  shown  that  such 
extension  can  \k  carried  out  with- 
out entailing  additional    taxation 
on  the  people  of  the  Colony,   the 
yo^Jj  ■ili''uW  he  set  on  /(  M.     That 
THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THESE 
BRANCH  LINE*  IS  FEASIBLE 
I  (ACCORDING  TO    SIR    ROBEin^ 
BOND,    WITHOUT  ADdTSo  TO 
I THE   PRESENT    BURDENS    OF 
OUR  PEOPLE,  is  proved  by  the  fol 
lowing    deelara*  an   of  the    Rieht 
Honorable     th      Premie      of    tlie 
Colony,   madt    .,1    the    ;:    use    of 
Assembly  during  the  last   ..^ion  of 
the  Legi.slature,  on  February  13th 
1908.     Speaking  to  a  petition  pre- 
SL-nted  from  Bonavista  praying  for 
Railway     Extension     there      the 
Premier  said  :— 


^  _  "No  Legislation  is  necessary 
.  at  present  in  order  to  effect 
^^  the  accomplishment  of  the 
__  branch  railways,  as  it  is  pro- 
_  vided  in  the  Railway  Con- 
__  tract    that    whenever  it    is 
_   shown   to  the  Government 
that    there    is   a    sufficient 
__  volume  of  traffic  to  warrant 
the    construction  of  a  rail- 
_"  way,  the  Government  may 
_  _  call  on  the  Government  Con- 
__  tractor  to  undertake  the  work 
'' of  construction  at  once.    But 
"  the  fact  that  there  is  a  suffic- 


"  lent  volume  of  tra£Rc  to  war- 
"  rant  the  expenditure  of  the 
"  necessary  money  must  first 
"  be  shown.  Of  course,  tlie 
"  Government  has  to  foot  the 
"  bill  tinally." 

The  leader  of  the  Qovernment  in 
his  mniiifesto  issued  last  week 
seeks  to  represent  that  tlw  finances 
of  the  colony  will  not  be  able  to 
meet  the  animal  interest  on  the 
cost  of  carrj-ing  into  effect  this  and 
other  measures  advocated  by  me  in 
this  manifesto.  Sir  Robert  Bond 
seems  to  have  forgotten  that  during 
the  past  ten  years  the  revenue  of 
this  colony  has  increased  from  $i,- 
541,420  in  1898  to  $2,750,690  in 
■?07-  This  large  increase  is  in  ad- 
dition to  the  fact  claimed  by  the 
Premier  that  taxation  has  been 
reduced  by  $177,000  annually. 
Surely,  then,  we  can  confidently 
look  forward  to  a  still  larger  in- 
crease during  the  next  ten  years. 
But  assuming  that  instead  of  an 
increase  of  $1,200,000  in  ten  vears 
we  only  increase  one  fourth  of  that 
amount,  or  ^300,000,  in  that  period 
we  should  still  have  ample  means, 
and  without  one  cent  of  additional 
taxation,  to  meet  the  interest  and 
cost  of  all  the  new  services  advoca- 
ted in  this  Manifesto. 

OUR  FISHERY  POLICY. 

While  the  attention  of  the  Leg- 
islature has  been  occupied  with 
measures,  in  many  instances,  of 
doubtful  value  to  the  country,  the 
great  question  of  making  our  fish- 
eries much  more  profitable  to  our 
people  has  not  been  grappled  with 
in  the  manner  iii  which  it  should 
be  in  a  fishing  country  like  ours. 


j  The  lamentable  experience  of  our 
I  people  todiy,  with  the  price  of  fish 
j  reduced    to    one-half    its    normal 
I  value,  emphasizes  the  fact  that  the 
question  of  most  vital  impo^ance 
I  to  this  colony  now,  and    for   many 
I  years  to  come,  must  be  the  adoption 
I  of  such  a  policy  as   will   at   once 
raise  the  price  of  fish,  and  main- 
tain it  at  a   hiijh   figure.     In   my 
;  opinion  this   can   best   be   accom- 
I  plished  in  the  following  ways  : 
;      (I)  The    Opening    up    of  New 
^Harkcts    in    the    United     States, 
Mexico,  Central  and  South  Ameri- 
■  ca,  and  other  parts   of  the   -vorld 
where  at  present  <SMr  fish  does  not 
enter.  ^ 

(2)  The  Providing  of  Steam 
Subsidies  to  the  West  Indies  and 
elsewhere,  so  as  to  assist  in  the 
marketing  of  our  catch. 

(3)  The  introduction  of  modern 

methods  of  preparing  codfish  for 

sale,  such  as  are  in  vogue  in 
America  (where  codfish  is  put  up 
at  Gloucester  in  64  different  varie- 
ties) which  wonkl  lessen  our  ex- 
port of  fish  in  bulk  and  drums, 
and  also  largely  increase  the  price 
to  be  paid  our  fishermen. 

(4)  The  Adaption  of  Cold  stor- 
age in  the  export  of  fishery  pro- 
di;cts,  as  there  seems  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  possible  to 
export  our  varied  fishes,  fresh,  see- 
ing that  mutton  is  to-day  carried 
from  New  Zealand  to  England  by 
such  means. 

The  whole  of  our  West  Coast 
winter  catch  of  Codfish,  Herring 
and  Halibut  should  be  exported 
fresh  into  Canada  and  the  United 


States.  The  market  is  there,  and 
good  prices  can  be  realized  •  and 
in  addition,  the  foreiVn  niaikets 
tor  s^ted  cod  will  in  tl;is  way  be 
relieved  by  every  quintal  of  Cod- 
fish that  is  sold  fresh. 


I  propose : 

(A)  THE  ESTABLISHMENT 
»F  BAIT  FREEZERS  AT  POINTS 
AROUNO  OUR  COAST  easily  ac- 
cessible to  our  fishennen,  so  that 
at  all  times  when  bait  is  not  to  be 
had  bv  our  people  tw*  of  the  sea, 
and  fishing  is  possible,  they  may 
be  able  to  carry  on  their  industry 
successfully  by  means  of  bait  from 
the  freezers. 

(B)  TO  ENCOURAGE  THE 
PROSECUTION  OF  THE  H ER- 
RING FISHERY  in  such  manner 
as  will  best  conserve  the  interests 
of  the  Colony,  and  of  the  fisher- 
men engaged  in  this  industry. 

(C)  THE  ESTABLISHMENT 
OF  A  DAILY  FISHERY  TELE- 
GRAPHIC SERVICE  by  means  of 
all  telegraphic  stations  on  the 
Island  and  Labrador,  to  furnish 
information  as  to  bait  fishes,  fish 
and  weather  conditions. 


(D) 


) 

PHONIC  SYSTEnS,  so  as  to  serve 
as  many  of  the  outports  as  po.<- 
sible. 

(E)  THE  EXTENSION  AND 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE 
MARCONI  SYSTEM  along  the 
coast  of  Labrador. 

(F)  THE  ESTABLISHHENT 
OF  A  WEATHER-BUREAU  FOR 
NEWFOUNDLAND  AND  LAB- 
RADOR, so  as  to  forewarn  our 
fishermen  of  impending  storms, 
and  thus  prevent  the  destruction 
annually  caused  to  the  fishing 
fleet. 

(G)  THE  PROHIBITION  OF 
STEAHSHIPS  FROM  ENGAGING 
IN  THE   LABRADOR   FISHERY. 

(H)  THE  DREDGING  OF 
SHALLOW  HARBORS  AROUND 
OUR  COAST. 

(I)  THE  EXTENSION  OF 
LIGHTHOUSES,  FOG  ALARH" 
PUBLIC.  WHARVES,  BREAK- 
WATEPfe,  AND  OTHER  HARINE 
WORKS. 


(J)  THE  PROVIDING  OF  A 
WINTER  COASTAL  SERVICE 

THE     EXTENSION     OF  !,St'"/°' V"^ '""^   ''^*- 
LEQRAPH.r.vn-rn.  J"°"i'^''r^*^'""Se'v,:e_as  trade 


nitn  T-.  ^„  iionai  Day  steam  Service  i 

OUR  TELEGRAPHIC  AND  TELE- Lqoiremlts  may  demand. 


« HSRICULTURilL  POLICY 

should,  go  hand  in  hand  with  a 

f,om'^r'"'7-     To-day  we  import 
fiom  abroad  nearly  one    million 
•*°l'''"    worth    of    farm  products 
which  should  be  raised  at  home 
This  does  not  include  the  »2  400  - 

^^"?  "^.  P"'''  ••■>='  year  for 
366,000  barrels  of  flour  consumed 
by  our  people.     This  large  con- 

'^?t°A    ?^^°"'  ''  ''°"We  that 
per  head  of  the  population  of  any 
other  country  in   the   world,   the 
food   of  our  people  being  largely 
restricted  to  rfour.     What  is  nfed- 
ed  IS  that  we  shonld  eat  less  flout 
and  use  more  meats,  vegetables 
etc.,  raised  at  home,  thus  enlarel 
ing  our    agricultural    operation!, 
and  keeping  amongst  us  all  the 
gold  now  annually  going  out  of  the 
country.    To  effect  this  we  must 
give  our  people  a  bonus  for  dear- 
„?«-      Vu"?  *"<:<""-««e  them  to 
seWe  on  the  land ;  give  them  new 

^!1,'  l^  ""^  "*  ""le  and 

OUR  MINERAL  WEALTH 

i'„r^r'^t"^  large  an4  varied, 
and  Its  richness  should  be  made 
«^e  basis  of  an  industrial  develop- 
ment great  y  in  excess  of  anyttiing 
we  know  of  to-day.  At  thUmo? 
ment,  in  spite  of  all  our  vaunted 
progress,  only  two  mines  in  the 
Colony  are  working  extensively-- 

^hS,°T''  i^^^  ^'  "fi"  Cove 
and  the  Iron  deposit  at  BeU  Island 
This  IS  all  the  more  regrettable 
because  some  years  ago  we  had 


several  other  mineral  deposits  in 
process  of  extensive  exploitation, 
and  the  tendency  in  other  countries 
IS   for  the    development  of  their 
mineral  wealth    to  increase  from 
year  to  year.     It  seems  to  me  that 
pur  undesirable  condition  of  affairs 
IS  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
fact  that  m    Newfoundland    the 
man  whoactuaUy  discovers  a  valu- 
able mineral  deposit    rarely  suc- 
ceeds in  acquiring  the   ownership 
otit,  as  from  various  causes— ite 
being  on    land   granted  to  other 
people  or  his  lacking  the  means  to 
work  It  etc.— it  usually  passes  out 
of  his  hands.     In  other  countries 
eveor  mams  a  prospector,  but  with 
S?r»  o Jt"."^""'^^  *°  this  is  dead. 
?l9^®^i*^ULATE  PROSPECT- 
^^G     FOR     MINERALS     OF 
COMMERCIAL   UTILITY,  and 
to  rectify  the  injustice   of  such   a 
condition  of  affairs  as  the  above  I 
propose  the  enactment  of  a  measure 
whereby  every  person  discovering 
minerals  on  lands  granted  to  others, 
shonld  be  paid,  on  the  successful 
working  of   the  same,   a  certain 
amount  by  the  beneficial  owner  of 
such  prdperty,  as  a  reward  or  re- 
compense for  such  discovery,  the 
amount  to  be  determined  by  reeu- 
lations  framed  by  the  Legiriatu4 


HOOTJHG  OF  WORKMEN. 

I  also  propose  the  enactment  of 
Legislation  REQUIRING  THE 
WiOPER  HOUSING  OF 
WORKMEN  AT  MINES  AND 
OTHER  INDUSTRIAL  CEN- 
TRES, and  the  provision  of  ade- 
quate measures  of  sanitation. 


PROTECTION  OF  MINERS. 


GOAL  AND  PEAT. 


- i!"'^*"    ^   produced   within   our 

«J^S:EDGE    THE   PEOPLED  .i*?!"^^"-    Such  a  policy  would  in- 
PARTY   TO  A  STRICT    EN    k   ff-     «^"«^?'"?gement     to    ship 
FOROSMENT  OF  Tm  LAWS  '""'<l">Sr  and  kindred  industries. 
REGULATING  MINOTG  AND 
THEUSEOFEXPL(MIVErso 
as    to    guard    against     accidents, 
and    the     enactment     ot     more 
stringent     mining     laws     where 
«uch    may    be    found     necessary 
Last  winter  a  series  of  fatal  acci- 
dents   occurred    in    some    of  our 
mines,  and  it  was  suggested  that 
tne  explosives  used  might  be  the 
eaiire  of  these,  whereupon   it  was 
announced    that  the  Government 
intended  laying  the  matter  before 
tfte  Imperial  authorities,   with    a 
view  to    having  tests  of  the  ex- 
plosives made,  but    if   such  was 


done.theresnUoftheinvestigatlonTlohn-rrl^'If-  rt'°^^  >°   St 
was  certainly  never  made  public        4  recently  for  fo.90  a   ton 


----,■"•"- "» "re  luvesiigati 
was  certainly  never  made  public 

AN  INDUSTRIAL  POUCY. 

The  natural  complement  of  a 
fishery,  mineral,  and  agricul- 
taral  policy  should  be  an  in- 
dustrial policy  and  the  local  manu- 
tactunng  concerns  in  this  Colonv 
are  an  obiect  l<><:<:on  r,(  «.u.i  .-a  •' 


THE  SERIOUS  SITUATION 
CREATED  BY  THE  PRESENT 
PRICE  OF  COAL  is  so  far-reaching 
touching  as  it  does  every  fireside  in 
the  colony,  as  well  as  every  indus- 
try, that  it  has  become  a  national 
grievance.  Coal  in  Sydney  to-day 
sells  as  low  as  fo.oo  a  ton,  yet  it 
costs  our  people  in  many  settle- 
ments in  the  colony  as  high  as  $7  ao 

L*^°V'*',^"«^''.^  ''^'■8°  °f  English 
household  coal  was  brought  across 
the  Atlantic,  a  distance  of  two 
thousand  miles,   and  sold   in   St 


A  means  must  be  found  for  effect- 
ing a  reduction  in  the  price  of  coal 
and,  if  elected,  we  shall  take  steps' 
to  bring  about  such  a  result.  We 
also  propose  to  set  on  foot  a 
thorough  scientific  examination  of 
our  coal  fields  and  peat  areas,  so 
tHat  either,   or  both,  may  be   at 


— v„..„5  touL-cms  in  tnis  Colonv  i -""v..,    „.    „„^„,  „,„y    ^    gj 

are  an  object  lesson  of  what  it  is  I  =^'"^^.°eveloped  in  such  a  way  as  to 
possible  to  accomplish  in  this  re-  P™'""^  »"  alternative  against 
spect  by  judicious  fostering  and  ""P°rted  coal  for  the  use  of  our 
encouragement.  people. 

Jtl:l^.l"j;,!?1!*.^L«.^t?p- 1  TRADESMEN  AND  URORERS. 


.. ...  „^  U.J,  o^ATtiiii  aim  to  pro- 
mote other  similar  industries  in  our 
midst,  and  in  that  way  afford  em- 
ployment to  our  people  and  keep 
tbem   at    home,"   thus  preventing 


I  propose  the  enactment  of  a 
measure  to  give  TRADE  AND 
LABOR  UNIONS  in  this  Colony 


injustice  of  this  is  such  that  we 
purpose,  at  as  early  a  date  as  pos- 
sible, to  relieve  the  Uniuns  of  this 
ever-present  menace  to  their  funds, 

I  also  propose  the  enactment  of 
a  measure  rcquirinpr  the  payment 
of  Miners  aim  Lumbermen  weekly 
and  gi\iiijj  ^lU  wage-earners  a  lien 
for  their  wages  on  the  property 
worked  on. 


THE  PROVIDISS  GF  CLD  AGE 
PENSIONS 

for  our  people  is  a  matter  that  de- 
mands immediate  attention,  and 
this  it  shall  receive  at  our  hands, 
legislation  of  this  character  is  al- 
ready in  operation  in  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  Germany  and  Great 
Britain.  With  tlie  examples  of 
these  countries  before  us  a  feasable 
scheme  applicable  to  our  circum- 
stances— and  one  within  the  means 
of  the  Colony  and  not  requiring 
additional  taxation,  can  be  de- 
vised. 

In  addition  to  this  we  shall  ar- 
range for  the  payment  of  all  poor 
relief  in  cash. 

OUR  TREATY  RIGHTS 

It  shall  be  the  policv  of  The 
Peoples  Party  to  STRONQLY 
UPHOLD  every  position  taken  by 
this  Colony  in  defence  of  our  con- 
stitutional rights  under  the 
Treaty  of  1818,  and  to  endeavor 
to  secure,  if  possible,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  SDcdal  representative  for 
this  Colo'iy  nn  the  arbitration  tri- 


bunal to  which  our  fishery  dis- 
pute with  the  United  States  lia.s 
been  referred  ;  as  I  submit  that 
no  man  outside  the  Colony  can 
possess  the  familiarity  with  our 
local  conditions  which  it  is  essenti- 
al that  our  arbitrator  should  enjoy 
in  order  to  fully  protect  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  of  Newfound- 
land. 


LABRADOR. 


The  time  has  now  arrived  when 
the  growing  importance  of  Labra- 
dor calls  lor  intelligent  action  on 
behalf  of  the  permanent  residents 
of  that  coast,  as  well  as  the  thirty 
thousand  fishermen  who  annually 
go  down  to  prosecute  the  fishery 
there.  It  is  esiential  that  an  ad- 
ditional steam  service  should  be  at 
once  provided  for  the  Coast,  thus 
givinr  a  weekly  service,  and  bring- 
ing more  ports  in  Newfoundland 
and  Labrador  into  communication. 
The  establishment  of  more  light- 
houses, beacons,  and  other  aids  to 
navigation  ;  the  charting  Bf  north- 
ern Labrador,  thus  giving  our 
people  a  more  extended  area  for 
fishing  operations,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  resources  of  that  region 
are  all  matters  which  point  to  the 
necessity  of  Labrador  being  repre- 
sented in  the  Legislature. 

Wit'h  reference  to  the  Labrador 
boundary  dispute  between  this 
Colony  and  Canada  my  position  is 
well  known  by  every  member  of 
the  present  Government  to  have 
been  one  of  unyielding  resistance 
to  every  claim  of  the  Dominion  ; 
and  I  pledge  myself  to  maintain 
that  attitude   if  elected  to   office. 


"i\ 


I  think  it  only  due  to  myself  in 
this  connection,  in  view  of  the  in- 
sinuations made  by  the  Premier  in 
his  recent  Manifesto,  to  state  that 
it  was  I  who  prepared  the  Colony's 
Case  with  regard  to  the  Question, 
and  conducted  the  researches 
which  resulted  in  the  accumulation 
of  a  mass  of  testimony  that  in  my 
opinion  renders  the  Case  for  the 
Colony  impregnable,  a  conclusion 
concurred  in,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
by  eminent  English  and  Canadian 
counsel  to  whom  the  case  prepared 
by  me  has  been  submittea. 

ELECTIVE  ROAD  BOARDS,  j 

Owing  to  the  cumbrous  and. 
costly  character  of  the  law  dealing 
with  the  question  of  THE  ELEC- 
TION OF  OUTPORT  ROAD 
•  BOARDS,  the  people  of  the  Colony 
have  not  been  able  to  avail  of 
it.  I  propose  the  adoption  of  a 
simple  and  inexpensive  measure 
whereby  they  may  enjoy  this  ad- 
vantage— so  that  they  may  have 
A  FULLER  SHARE  HM  THE 
MANAGEMENT  OF  THEIR 
OWN  LOCAL  AFFAIRS.  I  also 
propose  the  adoption  of  amend- 
ments to  the  St,  John's  Municipal 
Act,  which  will  enable  the  Muni- 
cipal Council  to  compel  absentee 
landlords  to  contribute  their  share 
towards  civic  taxation  ;  and  which 
will  redress  other  civic  grievances. 


{     OUTPORT  HOSPITALS. 

I  The  need  for  Outport  Hospitals 
has  been  made  manifest  during  the 
past  year  or  two  by  several  de- 
plorable incidents,  and  as  indus- 
trial centres  spring  up,  the  fre- 
quency of  these  may  be  accentuat- 
ed. I  propose  the  establishment  of 
SMALL  COTTAGE  HOSPIT- 
ALS AT  SUITABLE  OUT- 
PORT CENTRES;  and  also  the 
improvement  of  the"  accommoda- 
tion for  sick  and  injured  fishermen 
|On  the  Labrador  mail  steamers. 

The  foregoing  is  briefly  MY 
MESSAGE  TO  THE  PEOPLE 
OF  NEWFOUNDLAND.  I  have 
not  penned  it  without  the  most 
serious  thought  and  consideration. 
All  that  it  proposes  I  am  satisfied 
can  be  accomplished  without  im- 
posing additional  burdens  on  our 
people  or  increasing  taxation.  I, 
THEREFORE,  APPEAL  TO 
THE  ELECTORS  OF  NEW- 
FOUNDLAND, both  old  and 
young,  to  give  me  and  my  as- 
sociates an  opportunity  to  carry  out 
this  policy,  and  prove  to  the  coun- 
try that  we  can  succeed  where 
others  have  failed. 

I  remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.P.MORRIS. 

St.  John's,  Oct.  3,  1908. 


